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National Weather Summary 


August 


HIGHLIGHTS: Welcome showers and thunderstorms came 
to very dry eastern Kansas and northern Missouri 
over several days. The good moisture additions ex- 
tended northward through much of the Nation's Corn 
Belt. However, the southern portions of Illinois 
and Indiana and southward got only scattered show- 
ers. Hurricane Allen slammed into South Texas with 
greatly diminished wind but spread a shield of rain 
over the area. The rain was needed, but severe 
damage resulted from the flooding and tornadoes as 
well as high winds along the coastal areas. Tem- 
peratures averaged well above normal from eastern 
Oklahoma to Lake Michigan and in the Southeast and 
mid-Atlantic area. 








MONDAY...A cold front, moving eastward across 
the upper and middle Mississippi Valley and the 
Central Plains, produced showers and thunderstorms 
on both sides of the front. Heavy thunderstorms 
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were frequent in eastern Kansas and northern Mis- 
souri and less frequent northward to the western 
Great Lakes. Elsewhere, locally heavy thunder- 
storms caused flooding in eastern Kentucky and 
Tennessee. Scattered thunderstorms dotted the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts. Hurricane Allen stirred 
up the Caribbean south of Puerto Rico. A break in 
the heat finally came to central Texas. The high 
temperature at Dallas reached only 95° and so ended 
a run of 42 consecutive days of 100° or higher. 
However, temperatures were hot over parts of the 
central Plains, the lower Ohio Valley, and portions 
of the central Atlantic Coast. 

TUESDAY...The front moved to the eastern Great 
Lakes and became nearly stationary through the cen- 
tral Plains to New Mexico. Heavy thunderstorms 
with large hail and heavy rain pounded northeastern 
Kansas and northern Missouri. Parts of the Kansas 
City area were flooded. Showers and thunderstorms 
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extended into Iowa and central Illinois. Isolated 
severe weather ranged southwestward into New 
Mexico. In the East, thunderstorms reached from 
the Ohio Valley and lower Great Lakes region to 
the mid-Atlantic Coast and New England. Hurricane 
Allen, packing winds of 170 mph, rampaged over the 
Caribvean near Jamaica. Temperatures from the high 
nineties to past 100° extended from the Southwest, 
the central and southern Plains, the South,and up 
to the East Coast to the mid-Atlantic States. 

WEDNESDAY...Showers shifted northward to the 
Dakotas, Minnesota, and Wisconsin as a new frontal 
system moved in. Severe weather accompanied the 
storms over much of these areas. Elsewhere, thun- 
derstorms were scattered along the Gulf Coast and 
the Atlantic Coast. Meanwhile, far to the South, 
Hurricane Allen continued to push across the Carib- 
bean Sea toward western Cuba. Temperatures warmed 
to record highs in the central and northern Plains 
and in the Southeast. The temperature at Pierre, 
central South Dakota, reached 109° while across 
the cold front to the north Minot, N. Dak. tallied 
only 71°. 

THURSDAY...Scattered thunderstorms continued 
from the upper Mississippi Valley into the western 
Great Lakes. Tornadoes and other windstorms 
damaged property throughout much of the area. 
Widely scattered showers and thunderstorms were 
scattered across New Mexico and from south central 
Texas to the southern half of the Atlantic Coast. 
Meanwhile, Hurricane Allen moved into the Gulf of 
Mexico near the Yucatan Peninsula. Although still 
640 miles southeast of Brownsville, Tex., cotton 
farmers in that area accelerated picking operations 
Many miles away, Mt. St. Helens, Wash., sent anoth- 
er plume of debris high into the atmosphere. High 
temperatures continued across the South, in the 
central Plains, and up the East Coast. 


FRIDAY...Showers and thunderstorms extended from 
the northern Rockies to New Mexico and from South 
Dakota through the Lakes, the upper Ohio Valley, 
and New England. The greatest concentration of the 
Showers centered in northern Iowa. Widely scatter- 
ed showers and thunderstorms again appeared in the 
gulf coast States and along the East Coast. Show- 
ers and thunderstorms began along the western gulf 
coast well in advance of Hurricane Allen which was 
275 miles east southeast of Brownsville, Tex. The 
heat wave continued in the central Plains, the 
lower Ohio Valley, the Southeast, and the mid- 
Atlantic States. 


SATURDAY...The thunderstorm pattern remained 
about the same as Friday but with increased activi- 
ty in the gulf coast States and little or none in 
New England. The rain shield from Hurricane Allen 
moved over the South Texas coast. The storm move- 
ment slowed, and by the end of the day, the center 
closed within 25 miles northeast of Brownsville. 
Near hurricane-force winds, heavy rain, and torna- 
does battered coastal areas near Corpus Christi. 
Cooler weather enveloped cloud-covered South Texas, 
but excessively hot weather persisted in the cen- 
tral Plains, the South, and the mid-Atlantic area. 


SUNDAY...Heavy thunderstorms and showers doused 
an area from Kansas into Wisconsin, while lighter 
activity extended eastward through the Corn Belt 
and into southern New England. Hurricane Allen was 
downgraded to a tropical storm as it moved into 
northern Mexico, but it brought heavy rain and 
severe flooding to South Texas. Damage from the 
storm resulted mostly from flooding and isolated 
tornadoes, although wind damage was severe in some 
coastal areas. Cooler weather reached southward 
through most of the Midwest, but the southern por- 
tion and southward remained hot. 
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National Agricultural Summary 


August 


HIGHLIGHTS: Above-normal temperatures continued 
to dominate most of the Nation. Only the North- 


west, parts of the northern Plains, and southern 
Texas experienced temperatures that were below 
normal. Temperatures in Oklahoma, Kansas, and 


Missouri averaged as much as 9 to 10 degrees above 
normal. Rainfall was limited to the eastern half 
of the Nation. Farmers in the West had 6 to 7 
days suitable for fieldwork, while 4 to almost 7 
days were available in other areas. Soil moisture 
Supplies generally rated short in all areas except 
the east north central and the northern Atlantic 
States where supplies were mostly adequate to sur- 
plus. Spring wheat harvest reached 40% complete, 
and winter wheat combining advanced to 91% com- 
plete. Oats and barley harvestes advanced rapidly 
in many areas. Most of the corn had silked, and 
47% reached the dough state. Many fields entered 
the dent stage, and harvesting became more wide- 
spread in the South. Soybean blooming neared 
completion, with 54% of the crop setting pods. 
Cotton rated fair with 89% of the crop setting 
bolls; bolls began opening in some fields. Grain 
sorghumheading advanced to 66% complete; earliest 
fields showed color, while harvest advanced into 
Louisiana. Texas and Louisiana rice harvests 
moved well ahead of normal. 


CORN: Corn rated fair to good throughout most of 
the Corn Belt but poor to fair in other areas of 
the Nation. Most of the crop had silked, and 47% 
reached the dough stage of development. Many 
fields entered the dent stage, and harvesting 
became more widespread in the South. Harvesting 
ranged from 6% in South Carolina to 34% in Texas. 
Many fields were harvested for silage rather than 
grain where the hot, dry conditions severely 
stressed the crop. 


SOYBEANS: soybeans rated fair to good in much of 
the Corn Belt but rated poor to fair in the 

central Plains, Missouri, much of the Delta Region, 
and the Southeast. Nearly 88% of the crop had 
bloomed, and 54% was setting pods. Progress 
generally exceeded last year and the average. 

Rains in the Southeast improved the condition of 
the crop. 


SMALL GRAINS: Spring wheat harvesting reached 40% 
complete, well ahead of last year's 5% and the 
average of 26%. Harvesting operations neared com- 
pletion in South Dakota, but were only 8% complete 
in Idaho. 

Winter wheat combining rolled through most 
northern States. centering in the Northwest and 
Montana. Harvesting was finished in all States 
except California, Colorado, Idano, Montana, 
Oregon, and Washington. 

Barley and oats combining advanced rapidly in 
most areas under good weather conditions. 


COTTON: Cotton rated fair to good in all producing 
areas except Missouri, Georgia, and South Carolina 
where the crop rated only poor to fair. Growth 
progressed rapidly, with 89% of the crop setting 
bolls, slightly ahead of last year and the average. 
Progress ranged from 50% in Oklahoma to 100% in 
Georgia and Tennessee. In Texas, harvesting was 
interrupted by Hurricane Allen but advanced to 
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7%. Unharvested cotton in the lower Rio Grande 
Valley northward to Corpus Christiis virtually all 
lost due to the huricane. In northern Texas, 

cotton continues to show the effects of the drought. 


OTHER CROPS: 
66% complete, 


Grain sorghum heading advanced to 
ahead of last year's 60%. Harvesting 


reached northward into Louisiana. In Texas, 
harvesting reached 62%, and moved into the Low 
Plains. Many stands had premature, underdeveloped 


light heads. Some fields failed to produce grain 
and were cut for silage or grazed out. 

Rice heading reached 55% complete, ahead of last 
year's progress. Harvesting in Louisiana advanced 
to 32% and, in Texas, to 93%. The Texas harvest 
moved at feverish pace in the face of the hurricane: 
some fields were harvested greener than expected. 

Tobacco topping and harvesting continued with 
little delay. Blue mold continued to present 
problems in Virginia and Kentucky. Blue mold and 
black shank caused problems. 

Nearly 96% of the potatoes in Idaho were closing 
middles and 24% were turning color. In eastern 
Idaho, a heavy frost damaged some fields. Hail 
damaged some fields in Maine. 


FRUITS: Fruit harvests became more widespreadin 
northern production areas. Early peaches, apples, 
and plums were harvested in the Northeast. 

Florida citrus groves rated very good. Rain 


has been spotty, 
underway. 
Nectarine, Cling, 


and considerable irrigation is 


and Freestone peach harvests 


increased in California. The Bartlett pear harvest 
continued. Valencia oranges suffered from hot 
weather, resulting in soft pliable fruit. The 


lemon harvest tapered off, but the grapefruit 
harvest continued. 

Arizona citrus groves generally r.ted good with 
favorable new-crop prospects. 

In Texas, some tree and fruit damage resuited 
from the hurricane. Moisture received was beneficial 
to most citrus groves. 


VEGETABLES: Northern growers harvested increasing 
supplies of summer vegetables, and in some areas 
began planting fall vegetables. Land preparation 
for fall vegetable crops continued with light 
planting underway in southern areas. 

California growers harvested broccoli, cauli- 
flower, celery, carrots, lettuce, peppers, gomatoes, 
and a number of other vegetables. 

In Texas, vegetable damage from the hurricane 
was severe in the lower Rio Grande Valley. Heavy 
rains and high winds ruined most plantings of 
fall vegetables, replanting will be necessary. 
Other vegetable growing areas of Texas received 
beneficial rains from the hurricane that did littix 
but delay planting. 






PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures and ranges 
deteriorated in much of the western half of the 
Nation, while rains in the eastern half should 
improve conditions. Pastures and ranges generally 
rated poor to fair throughout the Nation. 
Supplemental feeding and herd reduction continues 
in drought-stricken areas. Stock water supplies 
are short in many areas. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 


each Monday by ESCS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Temperatures 4° above normal. Showers 
ecattered, amounts light. 

Soil moisture very short to short. 
6.0 days. Corn: 86% dented, 85% 1979, 73% aver- 
age; 54% mature, 65% 1979, 39% average; 16% har- 
vested, 18% 1979. Soybeans: 74% blooming, 71% 
1979, 72% average; 48% setting pods, 47% 1979. 
Cotton 92% setting bolls, 87% 1979, 88% average. 
Peanuts 90% pegging. Condition: Corn poor; soy- 
beans, pastures poor to fair; cotton, peanuts, 
sorghums fair. 


Fieldwork: 


ALASKA: Many farmers throughout Railbelt took 
advantage of the 2 to 5 suitable days to wind up 
harvesting first crop hay. Fields of second crop 
brome ranged 6 to 16 in. in height. Overall progress 
far behind 1979 second crop. Small grains starting 


to turn color. Wind and rain damage light. Potato 
rouging continued. Squash, lettuce, and other 
vegetables readily available local markets. Soil 


moisture supply mostly adequate to surplus. 

Tanana Valley temperatures averaged 4° above nor- 
mal. Generally light amounts of rain recorded. 
Seasonal precipitation continues below normal. 
Matanuska Valley minimum temperatures averaged ° 
above normal. Over 0.50 in. rain fell most areas 
and seasonal precipitation remains well above nor- 
mal. Kenai Peninsula minimum temperatures averaged 
3 to 4° above normal while maximum temperatures 
averaged near to slightly below normal. Precipita- 
tion ranged from 9.33 in. in the north to 0.75 in. 
in the south. Seasonal precipitation slightly above 
normal. Kodiak Island temperatures averaged about 
3° above normal. Over 0.75 in. of rain fell. Sea- 
sonal precipitation remains 2.50 in. below normal. 


ARIZONA: Hot, rather dry. Scattered thunderstorms 
veekend central mountains and central basins south- 
east. From traces to slightly over 0.75 in. Aver- 
age temperatures 2 to 7° above normal. 

Cotton growing conditions very good. Stands 
squaring, 98% setting bolls. Safflower harvest 
complete. Sorghum continues making good progress. 
Early planted fields ripening fast. Most corn 
fields tasseling, some beginning to ripen. Alfal- 
fa haying making good progress with southeastern 
areas having begun 6th cutting, while central areas 
continue 4th cuttings. Harvest spring cartaloups, 
watermelons virtually complete. Harvest vegetables 
complete. Preparations fall vegetables, melons 
well advanced. Citrus groves generally good con- 


all 


dition with favorable new crop prospects. Limited 
ring picking lemons in progress. Spotty rains 
improved rangeland conditions some areas. South- 


ern, central ranges rated poor to fair condition, 
fair to good north. Livestock fair to good. Water 
short south and central, adequate north. 


ARKANSAS: Temperatures remained above normal. 
Highest temperature 107°, lowest 62°. All depart- 
ures from normal +3 to +9°%. Most rainfall 1.53 
in., least zero. 

Crops, livestock continued to suffer due to high 
temperatures and scarcity of rain. Soil moisture 
short. Fieldwork possible 7.0 days. Soybeans 
poor condition, blooming 53%, setting pods 20%. 
Late planted beans dying, several fields plowed 
under. Rice fair to good condition, 35% heading. 
Reports of blank heads. Few early planted fields 
being drained in preparation for harvest. Cotton 
suffering, setting bolls 98%, 92% 1979, 97% aver- 


* Prunes about to begin in north, 





age. Corn and sorghum poor condition. Cattle 
condition fair. Weight loss, supplemental feeding 
continued. Ponds drying up, water supplies becom- 
ing critical. No hay or pasture regrowth. Pas- 
tures supplying below average feed. 


CALIFORNIA: Some cooling in the inland portions 
of central and north. South, where greatest de- 
partures above normal were found, continued quite 
warm. Middle portion of the Central Valley cooled 
to the low 80's. Temperatures at, or above the 
century mark were common except along the Coast. 
Tahoe Basin temperatures dropped to the mid 30's 
overnight. 

Hot weather speeded growth, field crops. Wheat, 
barley nearly harvested. Rice 20% headed, 53% last 
year. Crop developing rapidly, treated for army- 
worms. Cotton boll set 70%, 73% last year. Some 
boll drop, insects. Late bean planting near com- 
plete. Early bean harvest started. Sugar beets 
near completion, Imperial. Developing well in 
Valley. Corn, milo various stages growth. Saf- 
flower harvest starting. Alfalfa harvest continues. 
Grapes sizing and coloring well despite mildew, 
sunburn. Thompsons in full swing, Lower San Joa- 
quin. Kiwifruit developing nicely. Nectarine, 
cling and freestone peach harvest increasing. 
lett pear harvest ongoing. Pomegranates due to 
Start. Plum, especially casselman, hit by heat. 
already going in 
south. Valencia oranges hit by hot weather, soft 
pliable fruit. Lemons tapering off. Grapefruit 
continues. Almond hull split general. Shaking 
imminent. Black line hitting some walnuts, others 
developing normally. Artichokes decreased Castro- 
ville. Broccoli, cauliflower about steady Central 
Coast. Cantaloup volume steady San Joaquin Valley. 
Carrot volume moderate Salinas Valley. Celery vo- 
lume steady Central Coast. Honeydew. mixed melon 
harvest increasing. Lettuce volume decreased 
Slightly Central Coast. Bell pepper harvest con- 
tinued heavy. Summer potato harvest active. Mar- 
ket tomato volume steady, harvest increasing Cen- 
tral Coast. Processing tomato harvest nearing 
peak volume. Watermelon harvest remained heavy 


Bart- 


San Joaquin Valley. Range feed adequate. Stock 
good condition. Water supplies sufficient. Some 
fires. 

COLORADO: Temperatures generally 2 to 4° above nor- 


mal. No precipitation until late in week when very 
sparce showers fell east of Divide on weekend. 


Winter wheat harvested 97%, 94% 1979, 98% average. 
Barley ripe 58%, 57% 1979; harvested 48%, 49% i979, 
41% average. Spring wheat harvested 28%, 27% 1979. 
Corn average height 72 in., 74 in., 1979; silked 
84%, 82% 1979; dough stage 15%. Sorghum headed 
51%, 50% 1979. Dry beans flowered 66%, 74% 1979. 
Alfalfa 2d cutting 71%, 73% 1979, 74% average; 3d 


cutting 8%, 8% 1979, 10% average. Days suitable for 
fieldwork: 6.5. Ranges and pastures fair condition. 


Livestock good condition. 


FLORIDA: Rainfall averaged below normal with 
amounts near 0.50 in. Panhandle, north to near 
1.00 in. central, south with isolated heavier 
amounts. Temperatures averaged 2° above normal. 


Soil moisture variable, short to surplus. Re- 
cent showers beneficial. Some Panhandle counties 
dry. Soil moisture adequate south, central and 


north short to adequate, corn harvest gaining. 
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Tobacco harvest virtually complete. Auction sales 
active. Soybeans responding to showers. Peanuts 
pegging, forming pods. Condition mostly good. 
Haymaking active. Sugarcane growth very good. 
Pastures good to excellent north central through 
southern Peninsula, poor to fair Panhandle and 
north. Cattle good condition. Citrus grove con- 
dition very good. Rain spotty, considerable irri- 
gation underway. Some cover crops growing slowly. 
General grove care very active all areas. Land 
preparation for summer, fall vegetable plantings 
underway. Laying plastic very active. Light 
plantings underway. Planting, transplanting toma- 
toes , peppers expected to gain this week. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures 4° above normal with more 
than half stations receiving no rain. Amounts 
under 0.50 in. 

Soil moisture very short. Six days suitable for 
fieldwork. All crops under severe moisture stress. 
Armyworm populations increasing rapidly. Corn 
mostly poor to fair, much salvage harvest for sil- 
age. Surviving fields 98% dough, 89% dent, 75% 
mature, 23% harvested, last year 22%. Soybeans 
poor to fair, 65% blooming, 26% setting pods. 
Peanuts poor to fair, 100% blooming, same last year 
and average, 100% pegging, same last year and aver- 
age. Cotton declining, poor to fair, 100% setting 
bolls, 99% last year, average 98%, 5% open this 
year and average, last year 3%. Tobacco mostly 
fair to good, 69% harvested, 84% last year and 
average. Watermelons poor to fair, 92% harvested, 
93% last year and average. Peaches fair to good, 
98% picked this year and last, 99% average. Ap- 
ples fair to good, 27% picked, 32% last year. 
Pecans poor to mostly fair. Pastures and hay 
crops mostly poor to fair. Armyworm damage in- 
creasing. Cattle mostly fair to good, hogs fair 
to good. 
HAWAII: Weather warm and humid, hot in some sec- 
tions. Insect and diseases increased island of 
Maui causing yield reduction to leafy crops. Spray 
programs intensified all islands. Rains light and 
beneficial some areas. Irrigation heavy in most 
sections. Vegetable supplies adequate. However, 
semi-head lettuce and snap bean supplies light. 
Banana supplies light. Papaya supplies light. 
Showers beneficial. Pineapple at peak harvest. 
Very active. Sugar steady harvesting. Pastures 
generally fair to good. 


IDAHO: Temperatures 5° below normal. 
of 30 mph in eastern regions. 
very few reports of rain. 
Winter wheat harvested 18%, 
Spring wheat harvested 8%, 14% 1979, 10% average. 
Spring barley harvested 10%, 12% 1979, 16% average. 
Dry peas harvested 6%, 86% 1979, 38% average. Mint 
harvested 53%, 58% 1979. Heavy frost in east. 
Some potato damage. Potatoes closing middles 96%; 
98% 1979. Potatoes turning color 24%; 8% 1979. 
Fieldwork: 7.0 days suitable. Range and pastures 
dry. Water supplies adequate. 


Wind gusts 
Precipitation scarce, 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 5 to 10° above normal. 
Precipitation 1.00 to 3.00 north, none south. 

Soil moisture 25% adequate, 75% short. Corn 
condition 5% excellent, 16% good, 54% fair, 25% 
poor; 74% dough, 50% last year, average 65%; 24% 
dented, 12% last year, average 24%. Soybean con- 
dition 3% excellent, 34% good, 55% fair, 8% poor; 
96% blooming, 85% 1979, 90% average; 70% setting 
pods, 57% 1979, 70% average. Winter wheat acreage 
40% plowed, 28% 1979, 37% average. Oats 95% har- 
vested, 89% 1979, 96% average. Alfalfa 2% ex- 
cellent, 31% good, 51% fair, 16% poor; third crop 
cut 35%, 30% 1979, 25% average. Pastures 17% good, 


30% 1979, 28% average. 


35% fair, 43% poor, 5% failure. 


for fieldwork. 


6.0 days suitatle 


INDIANA: Warm to hot. Good rains north and cen- 
tral. Temperatures ayeraged 7° above normal and 
ranged from 61 to 101°. Rainfall averaged 0.20 
southwest, 0.70 northeast and southeast, 1.20 
northwest, 0.90 west central and 2.50 central. 
Humidities and soil temperatures above normal. 

Fieldwork: averaged 6.0 days. Topsoil and 
subsoil moisture short to mostly adequate. Corn 
condition fair to good. Soybean condition fair 
to good. Pastures fair. Corn 95% silked, 1979 
92%, average 90%. Corn 55% in dough, 1979 40%, 
average 50%. Some pollination problems reported. 
Soybeans 97% blooming, 1979 90%. Soybeans 60% 
podding, 1979 45%, average 55%. Oats 95% harvest- 
ed, 1979 80%, average 95%. Wheat 1981 cropland 
15% plowed, 1979 10%, average 20%. Alfalfa hay 
95% cut second time, 1979 85%, average 90%. 
Peaches 55% picked. Cantaloups 95% picked once. 
Apples 15% picked. 


IOWA: Unseasonably warm with heaviest rainfalls 
Since early June. Most of rain fell on weekend 
with considerable variation. 
Fieldwork: 5.7 days favorable. 
ture: 57% short, 42% adequate, 1% surplus. Sub- 
soil moisture: 56% short, 43% adequate, 1% sur- 
plus. Corn in or past milk stage: 85%, 1979 65%, 
normal 75%. Corn in or past dough stage: 40%, 
1979 22%, normal 37%. Corn in dent stage: 15%, 
none 1979, normal 10%. Pods setting: 75%, 1979 
83%, normal 79%. Second crop clover hay harvested: 
80%, 1979 76%, normal 71%. Third crop alfalfa 
hay harvested: 20%, 1979 16%, normal 17%. Crop 
conditions improved. Pasture condition poor to 
fair. Heat causing some stress in livestock, mar- 
ket movement increased. 


Topsoil mois- 


KANSAS: Heat continues. Temperatures averaging 
82° northwest to 88° northeast, 5 to 9° above 
normal. Precipitation confined to central and 
eastern sections with 0.50 in. to 1.50 in. Local 
amounts as high as 2.00 in. to 4.50 in. 

Rain beneficial to all crops, more is needed. 
Corn dough 50%, last year 45%, average 55%. Sor- 
ghum headed 40%, last year and average 40%. Soy- 
beans podding 50%, last year and average 45%. Six 
days suitable fieldwork. 


KENTUCKY: Mean temperatures continued to range we 
above normal, in most cases by 5 to 7°. Precipi- 
tation averaged around 0.50 in. in widely scattere: 
thunderstorms. 

Heat and lack of moisture continues to stress 
crops. Soil moisture 47% short, 53% adequate and 
1% surplus. Corn 95% sliked or later, 35% dough 
or later. Corn condition fair to good except 
western area where condition is poor. Some corn 
intended for grain being harvested as silage due 
to poor condition. Soybeans 80% blooming comparea 
to 58% last year and average of 66%. Soybean con- 
dition mostly good to fair, and are in need of 
moisture. Tobacco has made rapid growth but still 
behind normal. Dark tobaccos tolerated heat bette: 
than burley. 22% burley and 35% dark types topped 
Blue mold and black shank causing problems. Li- 
mited amount of early cutting due to disease. Pas- 
tures fair to good except western areas mostly poo) 


LOUISIANA: Rains scattered. Temperatures 1 to a 
above normal. Extremes: 67 and 102°. 

Soil moisture short. Fieldwork: 4.9 days 
Suitable. Corn poor to fair. Dough 97%, 97% 19279 
Mature 66%, 76% 1979. Harvested 24%, 13% 1979, 12 
average. Cotton fair. Setting bolls 99%, 95% 
1979, 95% average. Bolls open 5%, 0% 1979, 1% 
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average. Rice fair to good. Headed 81%, 76% 1979. districts and the southwest district, up to 1.00 
Ripe 39%, 35% 1979. Harvested 32%, 21% 1979, 27% in. above normal in the west central district, up 
average. Sorghum fair. Headed 88%, 94% 1979. to 2.00 in. above normal in the east central dis- 
Turning color 42%, 62% 1979. Ripe 14%, 16% 1979. trict, up to 3.00 in. above normal in the centr#] 
Harvested 2%, 0% 1979. Sweetpotatoes fair. Har- district, up to 0.50 in. above normal in the south 
vested 13%, 7% 1979, 7% average. Vegetables poor. central district, up to 2.00 in. above normal in 
Pastures poor to fair. Haying active. Final cut the southeast district. 
11%. Livestock fair to good. Rains frequent but light. Many areas quite dry. 
| O Extensive hail damage west centril to crops. Field 
MARYLAND & DELAWARE: Temperatures 5 to 6” above work limited central from muddy fields. Field 
normal. Highs in low to mid 90's. Lows upper corn: in milk 73%, 1979 17%, normal 57%; in dough 
60's to low 70's. Precipitation light. 16%, 1979 2%, normal 23%. Soybeans: Setting pods 
Corn 85% silked, 40% dough, 25% dented. Soy- 84%. 1979 44%, normal 68%. Cut or swathed: Win- 
beans 35% bloomed, 20% podded. Alfalfa, third ter wheat 97%, 1979 74%, normal 93%; rye 98%, 1979 
cutting 55%. Clover, third cutting 40%. Soil 70%, normal 92%; spring wheat 74%, 1979 10%, normal 
moisture short to adequate. Average 6.7 days 54%; oats 91%, 1979 42%, normal 77%; barley 91%, 
Suitable for fieldwork. 1979 40%, normal 79%. Combined: Winter wheat 85%, 
O 1979 32%, normal 77%; rye 83%, 1979 28%, normal 
MICHIGAN: Temperatures 3 to 7 above normal. Rain- 76%; spring wheat 46%, 1979 2%, normal 33%; oats 
fall ranged from traces to 3.00 in. in the Upper. 72%, 1979 13%, normal 56%; barley 74%, 1979 9%, 
Surplus moisture beginning to hurt many crops normal 55%. Sweet corn for processing: Harvested 
although corn, especially, is benefitted. Corn 18%, 1979 0%, normal 16%. 
silked 88%, 86% last year, 92% normal. Soybeans 
pods set 40%, 32% last year, 44% normal. Drybeans MISSISSIPPI: Spotty showers. Temperatures ag 
had 58% pods set, 46% last year, 52% normal. Potato above normal. Extremes: 64 and 103”. 
harvest 9% complete, 8% last year, 11% normal. Soil moisture mostly short. Fieldwork: 6.2 
Hay 2d cut 54% complete, 64% last year, 71% normal. days suitable. Condition of most crops worsened 
Wheat harvest 91% same as last year. Sweet cherry as hot, dry weather continued. Insect and weed 
harvest over. Tart cherries 93% harvested, 95% control were major farm activities. Hay crops 65% 
last year, 97% normal. Blueberry, cucumber, sweet harvested, 62% 1979, 61% average. Peaches 88% har- 
corn and green bean harvest well underway. Peaches, vested; 91% 1979 and average. Sweetpotatoes 3% 
pears, tomatoes just getting started. harvested, 3% 1979, 5% average. Watermelons 88% 
harvested, 86% 1979, 82% average. Corn silage 49% 
MINNESOTA: Temperatures averaged 2 to 3° below harvested, 47% 1979. Peanuts 2% harvested, 5% 
normal in the northwest and west central divisions, 1979. Soybeans 81% blooming, 84% 1979, 78% average 
2 to 3° above normal in the north central and 46% podding, 42% 1979, 39% average; condition fair. 
northeast districts, near normal elsewhere. Ex- Corn 95% dough stage, 98% 1979; dented 71%, 75% 


95 and 39°. 
below normal in the north 


tremes: 
normal to 0.50 in. 


Precipitation averaged near 


ern 






condition fair 
92% 1979, 90% 


1979; 
to poor. 


mature 33% this year and last; 
Cotton 95% setting bolls, 
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average; condition fair to good. Rice 62% headed, 
35% 1979, 41% average; condition fair to good. 
Sorghum 76% headed, 66% 1979. Pastures fair condi- 
tion. 


MISSOURI: Precipitation averaged 1.00 to 2.00 in. 
Temperatures averaged 5 to 7 above normal. 

Fieldwork: 5.5 days suitable. Corn 68% in dough 
stage or beyond, last year 39%, normal 55%. Corn 
320% dented. normal 32%. Grain sorghum 67% headed, 
last year 61%, normal 67%. Soybeans 79% blooming, 
last year 66%, normal 70%. Soybeans 45% setting 
pods, last year 35%, normal 41%. Cotton 91% setting 
bolls, last year 74%, normal 57%. Alfalfa hay 
third cutting 52% harvested, last year 59%, normal 
39%. Condition of corn and pastures mostly poor. 
Condition of cotton, soybeans and grain sorghum 
poor to fair. Topsoil moisture supplies short. 
MONTANA: Temperatures averaged 3 to 8° below nor- 
mal. Extremes: 94 and 26”. Portions of north cen- 
tral and northeast received heavy precipitation 
latter part of week, up to 1.50 in. Heavy showers 
also scattered areas west on 8th. 

Grain harvest well along, harvest weather good. 
Topsoil and subsoil moisture becoming short except 
west. 6.0 days suitable for fieldwork. Second 
cutting alfalfa 49% harvested, wild hay 90%. Stock 
water supplies adequate western half, short to very 
short eastern half. Cattle and sheep conditions 
mostly good western two-thirds, eastern third fair. 
Turning color: Winter wheat 15%, 1979 55%, normal 
45%: spring wheat 40%, 1979 55%, normal 45%; barley 
35%, 1979 45%, normal 40%; oats 30%, 1979 55%, nor- 
mal 40%. Ripe but not harvested: Winter wheat 30%, 
1979 45%, normal 45%; spring wheat 30%, 1979 20%, 
normal 20%: barley 40%, 1979 40%, normal 30%; oats 
35%, 1979 20%, normal 25%. Harvested: Winter wheat 
95%, 1979 40%, normal 40%; spring wheat 20%, 1979 
0%, normal 15%; barley 20%, 1979 5%, normal 15%; 
oats 30%, 1979 5%, normal 20%. 


NEBRASKA: Precipitation light over panhandle; many 
other areas received 1.00 in. or more. Tempera- 
tures near normal over panhandle and north; 3 to 
5° above normal south 

Dryland corn mostly poor to fair. Irrigated 
corn fair to mostly good. Silking 100%; 90% last 
year; 94% normal; 60% in dough; 25% last year; 
10% normal. Soybeans mostly fair to good, 97% 
blooming, 80% vodding; 70% last year and 80% nor- 
mal. - Sorghum mostly fair, heading 80%; 70% last 
year and 80% normal. Alfalfa mostly fair, third 
cutting 30% harvested; 15% last year. Topsoil 
moisture short. Subsoil moisture short. Pasture 
and range feed supplies short. Cattle movement 
limited. Livestock weight gains limited. Days 
Suitable 6.°. 
NEVADA: Mostly hot and dry. No significant pre- 

ipitation. Temperatures averaged several degrees 

above normal all areas. Extremes: 29 and 112%. 

Dry weather ideal for harvesting small grains 
and hay. Ranges continue to show some effect of 
the hot, dry, windy weather. Potatoes making good 
growth. 


NEW ENGLAND: Warm humid weather continued; 5 to 
10° above normal. Thunderstorms and showers widely 
scattered and total rainfall light. Cool Canadian 
air moved across region on 10th, the first time 

in several weeks. 

Warmth and frequent showers pushed growth of 
corn and other warm season crops, but delayed the 
curing of hay. Harvest of apples, pears, and plums 
underway. Apples sizing well. Raspberries, black- 
berries and blueberries being picked. Sweet corn 
and summer squash abundant. Some problems with 


fruit rot and mildew on vine crops. Some Aroostook- 
County, Maine potato fields received hail damage. 
Some reports of poor tuber set in Round Whites. 

Soil moisture and grazing adequate to short. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures averaged 5 to 7° above 
normal. Extremes: 55 and 98%. Rainfall averaged 
0.59 in. north, 1.35 in. central and 0.39 in. south. 

Fieldwork: 6.0 days suitable. Rainfail con- 
sisted of scattered showers. A good general soaking 
rain needed in most areas. Summer vegetable har- 
vest active. Irish potato digging active. Sweet- 
potato developing in response to recent showers. 
Blueberry harvest to windup next week. Peach vol- 
ume continues to increase. Early variety apple 
harvest increasing. Field corn and soybeans res- 
ponding to recent showers. Additional rain needed 
for continued development. 


NEW MEXICO: Weather hot and dry. Increased 
Shower activity, but totals generally well below 
normal. 

Shower activity increased, but hot and dry con- 
ditions continue to prevail. Irrigated crops gen- 
erally good condition, except corn, which varies 
from poor to excellent. Dryland crops in poor 


-condition due to heat and lack of soil moisture. 


Cotton 95% of bolls set, well above last year and 
Slightly above normal. The third cutting of al- 
falfa progressing, while the fourth cutting is well 
underway in the south. Ranges poor and dry. Some 
damage reported due to insects. Livestock in fair 
condition. However lighter than normal gains are 
expected. Supplemental feeding and liquidation 

of herds continues. 


NEW YORK: Temperatures, humidity above normal. 
Rainfall quite variable, heaviest in Adirondacks 
and Hudson Valley. 

Wheat harvest 75% complete, 79% 1979, 81% aver- 
age. Oat combining under 10% done, 28% 1979, 31% 
average. Second cutting alfalfa 61% in, 64% 1979, 
69% average. Corn, dry beans, soybeans good con- 
dition. Early sweet corn, snap bean, potato, apple, 
peach harvests in progress. Long Island irrigation 
continues. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 5° above normal. Pre- 
cipitation light with scattered thundershowers. 
Fieldwork: 6.2 days suitable. Soil moisture: 
36% very short, 51% short, 12% adequate, 1% surplus. 
Conditions: All crops declining; pastures poor to 
mostiy fair; corn, soybeans, hay fair; field to- 
bacco, cotton, peanuts, irish potatoes, sweet po- 
tatoes, apples, peaches fair to good. Harvested: 
Sweet potatoes 2%, flue-cured tobacco 33%, 1979 
54%, average 45%; corn for grain underway; corn for 
Silage 6%; apples 8%, 1979 8%, average 7%; peaches 
78%; hay 71%; 1979 76%, average 75%. Phenological 
Stages: Cotton squared 95%; cotton set bolls 82%; 
corn silked 97%; corn soft dough 84%; corn dent 
60%, 1979 79%; corn mature 31%, 1979 37%; soybeans 
blooming 56%, 1979 45%; soybeans pod set 30%, 1979 
11%. 


NORTH DAKOTA: It was one of the wettest weeks of 
season. Rainfall hit most of State except north- 
east and southwest corners. Heavy hail accompanied 
many of ‘thunderstorms and damaged crops in central 
and southeast. Temperatures averaged near normal 
southeast and up to 5° below normal northwest. Ex- 
tremes: 98 and 410. 

Cooler weather accompanied by rains slowed har= 
vest and offered some relief to drought stressed 
row crops. Rains have been too little and too late 
for much of small grain crop. Some late small 
grain crops in northern areas as well as row crops, 
may benefit. Row crops and pastures still need good 
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soaking rain. 
27% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 96% short. Dur- 
um crop condition 53% poor and 46% fair. Percen- 
tage of small grains swathed or combined this year, 
last year and normal: Spring wheat 54, 7, 34; 
durum 29, 2, 17; barley 61, 26, 54; oats 64, 19, 
49. Condition of row crops good, fair and poor: 


Topsoil moisture now 71% short, 


Sunflower 19, 66, 15; corn 16, 35, 49; soybeans 
33, 67, 0; dry edible beans 14, 72, 14; potatoes 
O, 100, O. Sunflower currently 51% in bloom or 


beyond compared to 71% normally. Pasture growth 
69% poor, 28% fair and 3% good. Hay supplies very 
Short with livestock still being marketed. 


OHIO: Average temperatures 5 to 8°%above normal. 
Maximums averagea in the mid to upper 80's while 
warm nights were mostly in the upper 60's and low 
70's. Extremes: 62 and 95°. Precipitation 
ranged from 0.05 to 1.50 in. Humidity levels 
quite high. 

Corn and soybean development moved rapidly to- 
ward maturity. Harvest of mid-summer fruits, veg- 
etables and potatoes active. Oat harvest neared 
completion in late maturing areas. Insect activity 
remained at relative low levels. Blue mold con- 
tinues aS a major threat to burley tobacco. Live- 
stock were not under stress. Corn in dough 35%, 


30% 1979, 40% average. Soybeans setting pods 60%, 
65% 1979, 80% average. Oats harvested 85%, &0% 
1979, 95% average. Potatoes harvested 15%, 10% 
1979, 15% averagé. Tobacco topped 45%, 30% 1979, 
25% average. Fieldwork: 4.0 days favorable. Pas- 
ture condition good. Soil moisture adequate to 
surplus. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures ranged from 1° above normal 
in the southeast to 8° above normal in the central 
and northeast. Precipitation very light. Largest 
average was 0.03 in. in the Panhandle and west 
central divisions. Five out of nine divisions re- 
ported no precipitation. 

Scattered showers kept temperatures down some 
areas but generally rainfall amounts insufficient 
alleviate drought condition. Topsoil moisture sup- 
plies short. Subsoil moisture supplies short. Sor- 
ghum heading 60% 1980, 40% 1979, 65% average; sor- 
ghum milk to dough 15% 1980, 15% 1979, 30% average. 
Cotton squaring 90% 1980, 95% 1979 and average; 


cotton setting bolls 50% 1980, 35% 1979, 50% aver- 
age. Days suitable for fieldwork: 6.8. 
OREGON: Temperatures near normal along coast, 1 to 


5° below normal interior. 
along coastal zone. 

Soil moisture supplies short in west and several 
eastern counties. Winter wheat good, 64% harvested, 
86% 1979. Haying and grass seed harvest continuing. 
Peppermint harvest starting, Bartlett pear harvest 
next week. Early peach harvest continuing. Nor- 
gold potato harvest in full swing. Bush bean 
harvest continuing. Other vegetables look good, 
delayed development. Livestock condition good to 
excellent. Pasture and range condition fair to 
excellent. Non-irrigated areas drying up. Fire 
danger moderate to high. Grasshopper problems in 
scattered areas. 


No precipitation except 


PENNSYLVANIA: Warm west, hot east and humid State- 
wide. Temperatures 4 to 9° above normal tying 
warmest week of summer. Extremes: 97 and 52°. 


Evening showers and thunderstorms produced 1.00 to 
2.50 in. rainfall north and west. 

Five days suitable. Soil moisture mostly short 
to adequate. Wheat harvest 91%, last year 88%. 
Oats 71% combined, last year 52%. Potato harvest 
12%, last year 18%. Corn 66% silked, 12% in dough; 
last year 63% silked and 12% in dough; average 60% 
silked and 17% dough. Fall plowing 16%, last year 





5%. Alfalfa second cutting 76%, last year 74%. 
Third cutting alfalfa 20%, last year 12%. Second 
cut Clo-tim 46%, last year 44%. Hay quality 47% 
good to 35% fair. Feed from pasture below average 
to average. 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 1.27 in. or 
0.35 in. below normal. Temperatures averaged a- 
bout 83° on coasts and 76° interior divisions. 
Extremes: 96 and 590, 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Abnormally hot weather persisted. 
Scattered thunderstorms produced substantial but 
spotty rainfall and all areas need additional mois- 
ture. 

Days available for fieldwork: 6.0. Drought 
stressing all crops. Corn condition poor; 6% har- 
vest includes salvage as silage, 10% year ago, 13% 
average; 60% mature, 66% last year, 64% average. 
Some cotton shedding leaves, young fruit due to 
stress, poor condition as insect pressure mounts; 
99% setting bolls same as 1978, average 94%; 4% 
open bolls ahead of last year, average data. Soy- 
bean condition poor to fair, prematurely shedding 
leaves under stress; some very short plants blooming 


62%, 72% year ago, 63% average; acreage setting pods 
18%, 31% year ago, 28% average. Tobacco condition 
poor to fair, local showers helping; 49% harvested, 
87% last year, 79% average. Peaches fair condition, 


fruit size reduced with lack of moisture; 85% har- 
vested, 91% last year, 93% average. Apples fair to 
good under weather stress, 3% harvest behind 10% 
last year. Some fall tomatoes destroyed by heat; 
snap beans 20% planted, 10% year ago. Weather burn- 
ing pastures to generally poor condition. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Near normal temperatures and wel- 
comed rainfall. Temperatures ranged from 5° above 
normal to 4° below normal. Extremes: 114 and 
30°. Rainfall substantial all areas except north- 
west and north central. 

Topsoil moisture adequate only part of northeast 
and east central. Short to critically short else- 
where. Small grain harvest about complete. Dry- 
land row crops continued to deteriorate before 
rains came. Pastures poor. Supplemental feed and 
watering needed. Herd reduction or movement out 
of State continuing. Soybeans bloomed 94%; 91% 
1979, 96% average. Sunflowers bloomed 68%, 47% 


1979, 47% average. Soybeans setting pods 57%, 53% 
1979, 67% average. Spring wheat harvested 97%, 26% 
1979, 67% average. Corn silked 82%, 79% 1979, 88% 


12% 1979, 15% average. 
48% 1979, 53% average. 


average. Corn dough 22%, 
Grain sorghum headed 577, 


TENNESSEE: Warm and dry. 
above normal, highest 99°. 
mostly 1.00 in. or less. 
Soil moisture mostly short. Fieldwork: 5.6 days 
Suitable. Activities: Topping and Spraying tobacco, 
mowing hay and spraying weeds. Corn 100% in dough, 
1979 100%, average 70%. Corn 55% dented, 1979 39%, 
average 39%. Corn 7% mature, 1979 3%, average 5%. 
Cotton 100% setting bolls, 1979 99%, average 81%. 
Soybeans 80% blooming, 1979 68%, average 76%. Soy- 
beans 33% setting pods, 1979 26%, average 28%. Bur- 
ley tobacco 30% topped, burley 6% harvested, 1979 
7%, average 6%. Pastures mostly poor, cattle on 
supplemental feed rations. Lespedeza hay 295. har- 


Average temperatures well 
Rain scattered and light, 


vested, 1979 25%, average 25%. 
TEXAS: Shower activity developed early week. Sa- 
turday, Hurricane Allen 20 miles east southeast of 


Brownsville bringing thunderstorms, hurricane winds 
South Texas. Sunday, Allen downgraded to tropical 
storm located over South Texas bringing thunder- 
storms, strong winds. Temperatures 3° above norma 
Trans-Pecos, Low Plains. Temperatures 2° below 





12 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


Aug. 12, 1980 





near normal elsewhere. Tempera- 
to mid-80 Central. 


normal southwest, 
tures averaged near 80 Panhandle, 
North. Precipitation 6 to 8 in. above normal South, 
0.50 to 1.00 in. above normal West, 0.33 to 0.50 
below normal North, Panhandle, near normals else- 
where. 


Commercial Vegetables: Lower Rio Grande Valley, 
damage from Hurricane Allen severe. Heavy rains, 
high winds ruined most plantings fall vegetables 
and replanting necessary. Although rainfall amounts 
heavy, dry soils absorbed much of the surplus mois- 
ture. Damage to the developing citrus crop most 
noticeable with droppage of some fruit, mostly on 
eastern edge of citrus are&. Some severe tree da- 
mage occurred but in the major citrus area, tree 
damage light. Moisture beneficial to citrus groves. 
In Coastal Bend area, heavy rains slowed land pre- 
paration for fall cucumbers, cabbage. In San 
Antonio-Winter garden area land preparation, plan- 
ting of fall vegetables continued until interrupted 
by Hurricane Allen. Carrots, tomatoes, cabbage 
planted. Some replanting necessary. In East wa- 
termelon harvest active. Sweetpotatoes need rain. 
In North supplies of watermelons increasing. Black- 
eyed peas, okra continue to be available. In Trans- 
Pecos area, Supplies of cantaloup, chilipeppers, 
honeydew meloiis, onions and squash available. On 
High Plains, harvest of onions, potatoes, peppers, 
cucumbers, anc tomatoes active. Supplies of onions, 
potatoes tapering off. Peach harvest nearing com- 
pletion East, starting on High Plains. Pecans 
continue to show effects of moisture stress. 

Range and Livestock: Hurricane Allen brought 
relief to parch condition southern areas. Rainfall 
amounts varied. Rains will aid new forage growth. 
irass remained short and dry requiring supplemental 
feeding. Sone loss occurred from prussic acid, ni- 
trate poison. Sneep and goat shearing active. Live- 
stock remain fair to good condition. 

Crops: Drought interrupted by Hurricane Allen. 
Allen struck lower Texas Coast Saturday, bringing 
varying rain. Damage to crops, livestock, although 
not yet fully assessed, appears less severe than 
anticipated. leaviest damage occurring Lower Rio 
Grande Valley, Coastal Bend. Despite high winds, 
Allen broug'it much needed rain to South benefitting 
parched pastures, replenishing subsoil moisture. 
Cotton harvest moved slowly with activity just be- 
ginning Cross-‘timbers, Blacklands. Harvest inter- 
rupted by intermittent showers and Ilurricane Allen. 
Unharvested cotton Lower Rio Grande Valley, Lower 
Coast, northward to Corpus Christi virtually all 
lost. Cotton modules survived strong winds but are 
soaked from driving rains. In North, Plains, cotton 
continues to snow effects of drought. Plants in 
dryland fields shedding squares, producing small 
bolls. Sorghum harvest continued at steady pace, 
62% harvested. Harvest moving north into Low Plains. 
Field prospects reported poor. Many stanas repor- 
ted prematurely, heads underdeveloped, light. Many 
fields failed to produce grain, being cut for silage 
or grazed out. Irrigated stands remain fair. Corn 
harvest 34% complete. Dryness has affected ear 
formation, development. Irrigated fields Plains, 
continue fair to good condition. Harvest moving 
toward Plains despite rain delays. Many fields have 
been cut for silage. Rice harvest moved at feverish 
pace in the face of hurricane, 93% complete compared 
to 51% last year. Reports indicate yield, quality 
down. Because o/s Allen, some fields harvested 
greener than expected. Peanuts continue development, 
irrigated stands in good condition. Dryland stands 
Blacklands, Central showing effects of heat. Plants 
short, maturing rapidly. Soybeans in fair condition. 
Fields Northeast, beginning to bloom, Coastal fields 
setting, filling pods. Many pods not filled pro- 
perly. Hay condition, cutting remains at stand- 

















*Flue-cured 14%, 


Still. May improve with rains from hurricane. 
Sugarcane suffered severe wind damage from hurri- 
cane. Moisture from the storm may be helpful. 

Cotton setting bolls 92%, 72% 1979. Cotton har- 
vested 7%, 3% 1979. Rice harvested 93%, 61% 1979. 
Sorghum harvested for grain 62%, 42% 1979, 47% 
average. Corn for grain harvested 34%, 11% 1979, 
13% average. 





UTAH: Few isolated showers and thunderstorms. 
Accumulated amounts generally light to moderate. 
Average temperatures slightly cooler ranging be- 
tween 2° below normal to 6° above. 

Fieldwork: 7.0 days suitable. Soil moisture 
short but irrigation water in good supply. Small 
grain and hay harvest major activities. Winter 
wheat combining nearing half-way mark. Spring 
wheat and barley harvest active. Second crop alfal- 
fa 85% harvested. Some rain damage, but tonnage 
has been good. Tart cherry harvest complete. Ear- 
ly peaches will be on the market within a week. 
Field corn nearly 66% tasseled. Below average crop 
expected. 


VIRGINIA: Hot, humid. Temperatures averaged about 
7° above usual; east, southwest a little cooler. 
Extremes: 105 to 55°. Several new record high 
temperatures set. Rainfall from scattered thunder- 
storms averaged about 0.25 in. Amounts varied from 
none to over 1.00 in. Scattered reports hail, 
gusty winds. 

Many irrigation ponds dry, especially in tobacco 
belt. Topsoil moisture mostly short. Fieldwork: 
5.6 days available. Corn 90% silked, 55% in dough, 
condition mostly poor. Cutting silage. Soybeans 
fair; spider mite, weed control active. Peanuts 
good but need rain. Tobacco harvest progress: 

16% 1979, 19% average; fire-cured 
3%, 6% 1979, 7% usual; burley 2%, 3% 1979, 3% aver- 
age; sun-cured less than 1%, 16% 1979, 6% usual. 
Burley tobacco only fair due to blue mold, other 
types mostly good. Pastures, hay poor to fair. 
Potato digging ending on Eastern Shore. Apple 
sizing, color adversely affected by dry conditions. 
Peach picking continued. 


WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures and precipitation 
averaged near to slightly below normal. Mt. St. 
Helens eruption August 7 sent light ash north, north- 
east. No crop damage. Harvesting vegetables. Low 
green pea yields. Bulb, vegetable seed harvesting. 
Red raspberry picking complete, blueberry harvest 
in full swing. Cutting early grain and forages. 
Pastures drier southern and central areas. 

East: Temperatures averaged 4 to 5° below nor- 
mal. Precipitation near normal to slightly below. 
Light ash fall Yakima Valley, central basin. No 
crop damage. Cherry, apricot harvests complete. 
Early prune, Bartlett pear harvests getting started. 
Apple picking soon. Early Norgold'potato digging. 
Mint and vegetable seed harvests active. Limited 
sweet corn harvest beginning. Alfalfa quality up, 
second cutting most, some early third. Grain har- 
vest in full swing. Winter wheat yields mixed but 
overall good. Fungus strip lowering some to aver- 
age. Barely yielding well. Dry bean, pea harvests 
nearing completion. Winter wheat harvested 45%, 
79% 1979. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures 5° above normal. Ex- 
tremes: 97 and 54°. Precipitation above normal 
in north central and southwestern areas, normal in 
northwestern and central areas, and below normal 
in southern and northeastern areas. 
Soil moisture adequate to surplus. 
able for fieldwork: 4.1. 


Days suit- 
Wheat good to fair, 13% 


(continued on page 26) 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 


August 4 - 10 


HIGHLIGHTS : 





USSR: Harvesting winter grains...wet in parts of the West. 
Spring grains maturing in the South*...favorable conditions. 


EUROPE: Harvesting winter grains in the North...drier weather very beneficial. 
CHINA: Spring-sown crops maturing*...improved conditions. 
INDIA: Rice heading*...continued abundant rainfall. 


THAILAND: Early rice crop maturing*...monsoon rains slacken, 





AUSTRALIA: Winter grains semi-dormant...adequate moisture, except too dry in Northeast 
winter grain area. 





ARGENTINA: Winter grains semi-dormant...dry weather. 
BRAZIL: Winter grains semi-dormant...soil moisture adequate. 


CANADA: Spring grains in filling stage...soil moisture still short in southern 
Saskatchewan. 


MEXICO: Immature citrus in the Northeast...Hurricane Allen triggered beneficial rains. 


*Based on normal crop calendar information. 


JULY 8 PRECIPITATION DATA UNAVAILABLE-- 
REFLECTED ON WEEKLY MAPS. 
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WESTERN USSR. Wet weather continued in scattered 
parts of the Ukraine, with relatively heavy rainfall 
in a band from southern Belorussia eastward through 
the north central Ukraine to the western Black Soils 
Region, preventing advancement of harvesting to the 
north. Fair weather prevailed over about half of 
the Ukraine's harvest areas, but generally the 
wetness represented a continuation of conditions 
which persisted through July. Similarly, a return 
of relatively wet weather to the north may have done 
more harm than good, Generally fair weather in the 
southeastern part of the winter grain belt favored 
late harvest activities but maintained too-dry 
conditions for row crops. Lastly, rains in the : 
southern Urals came too late to help spring grains; WESTERN USSR 

dry conditions had persisted there for most of July. = Su? (/ TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
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NEW LANDS. A slow-moving cold front dropped 
much-above-normal rainfall over the central portion 
of. the New Lands, with generally lighter amounts to 
the east and west. Spring grains across the south 
have probably matured sufficiently so that they will 
not need more rainfall, but the northern areas will 
benefit from the moisture. By the same token, 
moderate rainfall to the southwest of Kustanay 
probably came too late to improve dry conditions, 
Rainfall in that area had been insufficient for 
normal crop development during July, and potential 
yields probably declined. The rest of the New Lands 
received mostly adequate rainfall in July, but a dry 
spell in the south during the month may have 
stressed grains during flowering. July temperatures 
were slightly above normal in the southwest and 
slightly below normal in the northeast, but readings 
dropped sharply late in the month and stayed low 
well into this week. No freezing temperatures 
occurred, however, and conditions were normal again 
at week's end. 
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EUROPE, The decreasing rainfall trend continued 
this week, and only in the hills in Austria dice 
totals substantially exceed normal. This was in 
marked contrast to July, when most of the north and 
east were colder and wetter than normal. 
Apparently, the change in weather came just in time 
for winter grains. Yield expectations remain high, 
especially in the western countries as harvesting 
begins. Spring-planted crops did not fare so well, 
and potential yields in the eastern countries had 


declined somewhat before the weather improved. 
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SOUTHERN ASTA., Relatively heavy rainfall continued 
across much of Bangladesh and northern India. Heavy 
rains in July over this area had produced extensive 
flooding, and this additional water will prolong 
that problem, but upland areas benefited from the 
wet weather. In spite of some dry pockets, which 
showed up in July, the monsoon has been favorable 
for the major crops to date. Generally speaking, 
those pockets have been of limited extent or have 
affected areas of relative unimportance at this 
time. ; 
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CHINA. Drier weather returned 


to the southern half 


of the North China Plain, giving crops a chance to 
dry out after last week's excessive rainfall. The 
region had stayed wet for most of July, so this 


change was badly needed in 


many areas. Some 


localized spots in the hills to the south received 


heavy rainfall this week, but 
predominated, as was the case 


near-normal amounts 
during July. Dry 


areas just south of Beijing got some relief late 
this week as a series of fronts moved through. 
Dry conditions in July had sharply increased crop 


irrigation needs in northern 


parts of the North 


China Plain and had hurt crop prospects to the 


northwest in Nei Monggol. 
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SOUTHEAST ASTA. Monsoonal activity produced 
above-normal July rainfall for most of Thailand. 
Maize and rice crops developed well with sufficient 
moisture supplies in the agricultural region north 
of Bangkok. Reservoir levels were increased with 
the abundant rainfall. Rainfall slackened this week 
in the Central Plains, which benefited the early 
(dry season) rice crop as it approaches maturity. 
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AUSTRALTA. The winter wheat crop was in a semi- 
dormant period during July with favorable moisture 
supplies in most crop areas. The notable exceptions 
were parts of Queensland and northern New South 
Wales where less than 75 percent of normal July 
rainfall was received, Soil moisture is in short 
supply in these areas and precipitation is needed 
for adequate development once the crop begins 
vigorous growth in the spring. Very little moisture 
was received this week in the major crop areas. 
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fell this week in crop regions 
Alberta Province where crops are maturing 
rapidly. Soil moisture reserves remain in adequate 
supply even though July monthly rainfall was 
slightly below average in most of Alberta. Weekly 
totals were higher in Saskatchewan and Manitoba 
improving prospects for late-seeded crops in the 
Canadian Prairies. Northern crop areas of 
Saskatchewan and western portions of Manitoba 
received near-normal rainfall during the month of 
July. However, the south central portion of 
Saskatchewan, Aa major wheat-producing region, 
eceived less than 50 percent of normal rainfall in 
July. Soil moisture reserves remain low, and crop 
development has been impeded by lack of sufficient 
moisture in this area, July monthly temperatures 
generally favorable for crop development. 
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SOUTH AMERICA, Well-above-average monthly rainfall 
occurred in the winter wheat areas of both Argentina 
and Brazil in July. Soil moisture reserves were in 
good supply for the winter grains, which were in 
semidormancy. While no rain fell in Buenos Aires 
Province in Argentina this week, a frontal system 
further north produced locally heavy showers in Rio 
Grande do Sul State in Brazil. Mean monthly 
temperatures for July were slightly above average in 
northern Parana State providing favorable conditions 
for coffee trees. 
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MEXICO. Hurricane Allen triggered beneficial rains 
in the northeast this week after 2 months of unusual 
hot, dry weather which had strongly stressed citrus. 
About 25 mm fell at Montemorelos and Victoria. The 
Valles district had 50 to 75 mm, which should 
improve fruit prospects. Seasonal heavy rains in 
the northwestern mountain watersheds should increase 
water storage for fall and winter vegetables. Water 
supply dwindled to about 30 percent of the summer 
norm in northwestern reservoirs after a prolonged 
drought. Rainfall has been generally adequate for | MEXICO 

corn tasseling in the southern plateau; however, 

some of the northern fringe was dry. TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
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87% harvested. Barley mostly harvested. 

19% headed, 24% ripe, 57% har- 
vested. Corn good to fair. Hay good to fair, 
harvesting hampered by localized showers. Fruit 
fair, peaches 31% harvested, 77% of normal comple- 
tion. Pastures good to fair. Potatoes good to 
fair. Gardens good to fair. Some problems with 
insects in gardens and livestock due to wet humid 
conditions. 


ripe, 
Oats good to fair, 


Very wet, stormy week. Temperatures 
Highs mostly in 70's and 80's except 
Lows in 50's and 60's. Extremes: 

Frequent showers and thunderstorms, 
and 7th. Amounts 
but locally 
severe storms 


WISCONSIN: 
near normal. 
for few 90's. 
92 and 49%. 
with heaviest rains 4th, 6th, 
ranged from 3 to 6 in. all areas, 
heavier totals up to 8.00 in. Some 
with damaging winds. 

Fieldwork: 4.0 days suitable. Heavy rains a- 
bout mid-week slowed harvesting of hay and com- 
bining of small grains. Oats 40% harvested, 1979 
20%, normal 40%. Yields good but harvesting con- 
ditions deteriorating due to extensive lodging, 
soft fields, and weed growth. Second crop hay 
75% harvested, 1979 65%, normal 55%. Poor drying 
weather for making hay. Third crop growth coming 
fast due to adequate moisture. Pastures improving 
and will provide good late summer grazing. Corn 


crop excellent except where storm damaged or where 
moisture was short on light soils during July. 
Corn 35% in dough, 1979 5%, normal 15%. Enough 
moisture now to complete development of corn crop. 
Soybeans very good, pods forming and moisture suf- 
ficient for pod fill. Early tobacco being topped. 
Harvesting of early potatoes, sweet corn, and 
vegetable crops slowed by wet soils. Fruit set 
good for cranberries but excessive water in some . 
bogs. Cherry harvest continuing. Wild berry crop 
excellent. Soil moisture now mostly adequate to 
surplus. 


WYOMING: Temperatures below normal. Extremes 
102° and 30°. Precipitation below normal. 

Average 7.0 days suitable for fieldwork. Top- 
soil moisture short. Subsoil moisture short. Very 
little hail damage to crops thus far. Most winter 
wheat mature, 93% harvested. Spring wheat turning 
color 88%, mature 59%, harvested 50%. Barley tur- 
ning color 90%; mature 68%; harvested 36%. Oats 
turning color 89%; mature 50%; harvested 33%. Row 
crops mostly good condition. Corn 71% tasseled, 
50% silked. Dry beans 90% bloom, 56% setting pods. 
Most potatoes in bioom. Stock water mostly ade- 
quate except northeast. Some movement of livestock 
due to scarcity of grass. 


CROP PRODUCTION HIGHLIGHTS 


ALL WHEAT production is forecast at a record high 
2.32 billion bushels, virtually unchanged from the 
July 1 forecast but 9 percent more than last year. 
The 90 percent confidence interval for this pro- 
duction forecast is 2.25 to 2.40 billion bushels. 
The winter wheat crop is now forecast at 1.87 
billion bushels, up 1 percent from the July 1 
forecast. The durum wheat production forecast is 
up ll percent while other spring wheat is down 6 
percent from a month earlier. 


FOOD GRAIN production 
pected to total 70.3 
up 8 vercent 1979. 


(wheat, 
million metric tons in 


rye and rice) is ex- 
1980, 





CORN production is forecast at 6.65 billion bushels, 
9 percent less than the July 1 forecast and 14 per- 
cent below last year's record crop. The 90 percent 
confidence interval for this production is 5.90 to 
7.39 billion bushels. 


PASTURE AND RANGE FEED: Pasture and range feed 
condition on August 1 averaged 60 percent for the 
48 contiguous States. This is 24 points less than 
a year ago, 16 points below the 1969-78 average for 
this date, and the lowest August 1 condition since 
records began in 1961. During July, conditions 
deteriorated in all States except Florida and North 
Carolina. On August 1, pastures and ranges were in 
a severe or extreme drought situation in Texas, 
Arkansas, Missouri, and throughout most of the 
Northern and Central Plains States as a result of 
the below normal rainfall and high temperatures. 
Supplemental feeding continued to be necessary in 
most of these States. 





SORGHUM GRAIN production is forecast at 553 million 
bushels, down 32 percent from last year's produc- 
tion. 





FEED GRAIN production (corn, sorghum, oats and bar- 
ley combined) is expected to total 197 million 
metric tons, down 16 percent from last year's 
record high 234 million metric tons. 





SOYBEAN production is forecast at 1.88 billion 
bushels, 17 percent smaller than the 1979 crop. 

The 90 percent confidence interval for this produc- 
tion is 1.72 to 2.04 billion bushels. 





HAY production is forecast at 124 million tons, 
down 15 percent from the record high crop of 1979. 
Pasture and range condition on August 1 averaged 
60 percent, 24 points below a year ago. 


ALL COTTON production is forecast at 12.8 million 
bales, 12 percent less than 1979. The 90 percent 
confidence interval for this production is 11.0 to 
14.6 million bales. 
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CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
Aug. 9, 1980 


a 
SHADED AREA INDICATES 
INCREASE OR NO CHANGE * +1 


IN INDEX DURING WEEK ae (WN 
0 +1 
NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
The Crop Moisture Index measures the degree to which negative value. However, if moisture meets or exceeds 
moisture requirements of growing crops were met during demand the index is positive. 
the previous week. The index is computed from average Shaded areas indicate the index was unchanged or 
weekly values of temperature and precipitation. These increased from the previous week's value; soils dried in the 
values are used to calculate the potential moisture unshaded areas. Centers of positive and negative areas are 
demand. Taking into account the previous soil moisture identified by W for wet and D for dry. 
condition and current rainfall, the actual moisture Local moisture conditions may vary because of differences 
loss is determined. in rainfall distribution or soil types. The type of agricul- 
If the potential moisture demand, or potential ture and stage of crop development must be considered when 
evapotranspiration, exceeds available moisture supplies, assessing the impact of moisture conditions based on the 
actual evapotranspiration is reduced and the CMI gives a Crop Moisture Index. Some general guidelines follow. 


UNSHADED AREAS: INDEX DECREASED SHADED AREAS: INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 
ABOV SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET ABOVE 3. EXCESSIVELY WET, SOME FIELDS FLOODED 
MORE DRY WEATHER NEED, WORK DELAYED ° 3. TOO WET, SOME STANDING WATER 
FAVORABLE, EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS ° 2 PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL, SOME FIELDS TOO WET 
FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK l. MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT NEEDS 
TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT, GERMINATION SLOW -1 PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 
-l. ° ABNORMALLY DRY, PROSPECTS DETERIORATING . -2 SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL TOO DRY 
-2. . TOO DRY, YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED . -3 DROUGHT EASED BUT STILL SERIOUS 
-3. . POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DROUGHT ° -4 DROUGHT CONTINUES, RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 
BELOW . EXTREMELY DRY, MOST CROPS RUINED -4 NOT ENOUGH RAIN, STILL EXTREMELY DRY 
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MODERATE TO HEAVY RAIN IN THE EASTERN PORTION OF THE CENTRAL PLAINS HAS BROUGHT SOME RELIEF TO THE DROUGHT CONDITIONS IN EASTERN 
KANSAS AND WESTERN MISSOURI. HOWEVER, SOUTHERN ILLINOIS HAS GOTTEN DRIER. EXCESSIVE HEAT IN THE SOUTH AND ALONG THE EAST COAST 
HAS CAUSED A LARGE MOISTURE DEMAND, THE MOISTURE,SUPPLIED BY WIDELY SCATTERED SHOWERS IN THOSE AREAS, HAS HELPED LITTLE, SO DRY 
CONDITIONS HAVE WORSENED. HURRICANE ALLEN'S MOVE INTO SOUTHERN TEXAS EMDED DROUGHT IN SOME AREAS AND HELPED THE DRYNESS IN OTHERS. 
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Satellite photo, taken at noon CDT Sunday, 
shows the swirling bands of rain clouds 
around Hurricane Allen over South Texas. 





